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Stop, in the name of love!TomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s take on policemen and criminalsTomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s taste for

police officers and felonsÃ¢â‚¬â€•and for sexual tension between the twoÃ¢â‚¬â€•developed late in

his career. Ã¢â‚¬Å“IÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ve never been to prison,Ã¢â‚¬Â• he told a class at the California

Institute of the Arts in 1985, Ã¢â‚¬Å“but I hear itÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s a closed world where there are different

roles and people behave different from when they walk free. It fascinates me. It is another subject I

come back to again and again.Ã¢â‚¬Â• By which he meant fantasized about again and again, since

only those subjects that aroused him sexually made it into his art.The uniforms of the California

Highway Patrol motorcyclists were his favorite: tan and tight, with high boots and soft black leather

gauntlet gloves. He created his own uniform variants as well, a cross between military and civilian

police gear, and invented suitably butch criminals for his cops to apprehend, though once

apprehended the power struggle could go either way. Tom was determined to show top and bottom

as equally masculine roles, and his cops were as likely to end up happily speared by criminal cock

as delivering corrective coitus. Though criticized by some for what appeared to be a glorification of

power, Tom was always quick to remind that the world he created was a fantasy world, where

anything was possible, and everything was consensualÃ¢â‚¬â€•even in prison.The Little Book of

Tom of Finland: Cops & Robbers explores TomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s fascination with criminal justice through a

mixture of multi-panel comics and single-panel drawings and paintings, all in a compact and

affordable 192 pages. Historic film stills and posters, personal photos of Tom, sketches, and

TomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s own reference photos make this far more than another TomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Comics

re-tread.Text in English, French, and German
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Touko Laaksonen, the boy who would become Tom of Finland (1920-1991), began drawing

cartoons at age five. His favorite subjects were the rough manly men of his native Finland, as Touko

knew from an early age that men interested him more than women. His talents were further honed

by art study in Helsinki. He found success in the Finnish advertising industry but secretly continued

creating his increasingly erotic drawings of hyper-masculine men. In 1957 he submitted some

drawings to the American magazine Physique Pictorial and the Ã¢â‚¬Å“Tom of FinlandÃ¢â‚¬Â•

legend was born. By the late 60s TomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Ã¢â‚¬Å“dirty drawingsÃ¢â‚¬Â• became the

standard for gay art, and TomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Men a template for a new gay masculinity. TomÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s

art continues to play an important role in promoting self-confidence, positive self-image and

openness in the gay community.Dian Hanson produced a variety of menÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s magazines from

1976 to 2001, including Juggs, Outlaw Biker, and Leg Show, before becoming

TASCHENÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Sexy Book editor. Her 60+ books for TASCHEN include The Art of Pin-up and

Psychedelic Sex. She lives in Los Angeles.

I love Tom of Finland's art and these new collections from Taschen are fantastic. Tom's beautiful art

is presented in a compact well made book that is just beautiful.

A good selection of the artist's works organized by theme..

Excellent!

Excellent for your erotic collection.

Hot little book. Arrived fast & safe.
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